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The Year of Dance
With Strictly Come Dancing, Got To Dance, Dancing On Ice and Britain’s Got Talent on television, Step Up and StreetDance in the cinemas, and Just Dance and Dance Central on games consoles, dancing is firmly back the spotlight and in the nation’s heart. In addition, following Natalie Portman’s recent portrayal of a ballet dancer in Black Swan, the latest catwalk shows and glossy magazines have been full of ballet-style fashion and dance-inspired wardrobes.
Darren Aronofsky’s ballet film, Black Swan, is tipped to win Oscars, BAFTAs and Golden Globes this award season. Its release is also well-timed for Pavilion Dance, the new national dance centre in Bournemouth, as in early March it partners with the Bournemouth Pavilion Theatre to bring one of New York’s finest dance companies, Ailey 2, to Bournemouth. The younger company of the famous Alvin Ailey, Ailey 2 will perform Revelations, one of the most well-known and uplifting Contemporary ballets in the modern dance world. 
Ailey 2 is performed by a young, sexy cast of exceptional dancers with beautiful, toned bodies and so it fits well with a younger audience and people who are new to dance. To celebrate the performance, Pavilion Dance has created a whole weekend mini-festival of events. An Ailey 2 ticket gets customers access to free events including a gospel-singing performances and classes, films, discussions and African dance classes for adults and children.
Pavilion Dance only opened last Autumn and already its dance classes have taken off. With 47 different classes taking place each week for customers aged two years upwards, and ranging all the way through teens to eighty plus, 2011 is certainly proving to be the year of dance.

Programme Manager at Pavilion Dance, Ian Abbott, says “This class term we’ve seen a huge leap in attendance at our classes. Our more traditional styles of Rhythm Tap, Ballet and Ballroom are very popular, with Ballroom nearly selling out every evening. However, we also offer something different to what you get elsewhere, that’s why our Reggaeton, Bollywood, Parkour and New Wave Hip-hop classes work too. Plus, parents love taking their children to Mini-Mambo, Mini-Movers and LA Streetdance.”

Pavilion Dance is also hosting an international festival of French, African and Indian dance in April and activities in the summer. With dancing in the spotlight, Pavilion Dance’s success as the new cultural hub of Bournemouth is confirmed. www.paviliondance.org.uk
Notes to editors: We’d love to get you involved in Pavilion Dance and so you are invited to review Ailey 2 on Friday 4th March at the Pavilion Theatre, as well as take part in classes and activities on 4th & 5th March. 
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Ailey 2 tickets


£12.50-£22.50. Schools £7.50. Book via the BIC/Pavilion on 0844 576 3000 or � HYPERLINK "http://www.bic.co.uk" �www.bic.co.uk�
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