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Pavilion Dance’s Summer Spectacular!
23 July – 24 September
Bournemouth’s coastal cultural boost

Press release – for immediate use

 20 June 2011
Pavilion Dance, the new national dance house based in Bournemouth opened in September last year and already is making good progress in putting Bournemouth on the cultural map. In its first year it has hosted Up Close, a dance programme allowing the audience to get close to the action, and an international dance festival, as well as commissioning Jonah Bokaer’s Anchises, which the New York Times nominated as one of the top ten dance works of 2010.

Pavilion Dance recognises the integral role festivals now play in the UK’s consumption of culture. Using this new trend, it is presenting a Summer Spectacular, an events programme in which outdoor performances and activities feature heavily. Pavilion Dance is taking advantage of the enormously high footfall Bournemouth’s seafront receives over the peak tourism months, and the impact of events such as the Bournemouth Air Festival, that attracts more than a million people over four days.

Kate Castle, Executive Director for Pavilion Dance / Dance South West says:

“This summer is an unprecedented opportunity for us to show how dance is relevant, exciting and more accessible than ever for Bournemouth’s residents and visitors. Our programme is diverse and family friendly, yet of the highest quality. Pavilion Dance has a stunning location, situated between the seafront and gardens and we’re going to take full advantage of that.”

“People enjoy cultural experiences at festivals such as Glastonbury, Bestival and Edinburgh, many for the first time, and so we are providing dance in a similar format. People can take part in Seasaw, an alternative seaside walk with dance and theatre excerpts lead by Tilted Productions, and enjoy outdoor performances by Mattias Sperling and Rachel Krisshe. We are taking our dance class programme outside with giant Samba, Salsa and Bollywood dance sessions to live music on our terraces.”
Pavilion Dance is dovetailing its programme with the summer season, as well as major events such as the Friday Night Fireworks on the Pier. In September, Pavilion Dance is playing an integral part in the Council’s Bournemouth Arts by The Sea Festival and Light Nights Festival with the outdoor spectacular, Electric Hotel, which premiered at Sadler’s Wells. The performance consists of a hotel built on the terrace, complete with bar. The audience listens to the soundtrack on wireless headphones and watch the dancers tell the story. 

Kate says: “Outdoor performances help break down the barriers that might prevent people coming inside Pavilion Dance by taking the entertainment to them. Seeing a two-storey hotel being built on our doorstep will get certainly people talking and perhaps create curiosity about dance that didn’t exist before. Perhaps for the first time, Bournemouth is being offered contemporary culture in a format it appreciates.”  
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