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National Conference on Dance and Technology
8-10 September 2011
Pavilion Dance, Bournemouth (UK)
www.digitalfuturesindance.org.uk
Interactive technology has rapidly become part of our daily life – from watching TV online to using GPS navigation on one’s mobile phone, and it is no different in the arena of dance.  
Digital Futures in Dance is a brand new conference giving artists, promoters, producers, venues, academics, creative and digital companies the opportunity to come together to discuss future possibilities for dance and technology. With an increasing growth in interdisciplinary practice, Digital Futures in Dance investigates how new digital technologies create new conditions for choreographing, presenting and experiencing dance. 
Digital Futures in Dance brings together some of the leading thinkers and creators in dance and media technology. They include BAFTA award-winning media producer Anthony Lilley (CEO of Magic Lantern) , award-winning German dance company Silke Z./resistdance, “Contemporary Dance’s renaissance man” (New York Times) Jonah Bokaer (US), groundbreaking artists’ collective BADco (official selection 54th Venice Biennale 2011), the inventor of influential choreographic software ISADORA Mark Coniglio, founder of dance-tech.net and dance-tech.tv Marlon Barrios Solano (Venezuela, New York, Geneva) as well as major UK talent Matthias Sperling (Siobhan Davies Dance, Wayne McGregor / Random Dance) and master of 3D installations Billy Cowie.
The conference programme offers examples of gaming technologies, infra-red motion capture, animation, immersive environments, interactive scenographies, online and screen based platforms, social networking technologies and thought-driven reality simulation. Through presentations, interactive workshops, performances and installations, the conference will explore the fluidity between forms and new digital technologies and how the mixing of the latest software can transform the way how audiences and artists will experience dance in the future. 
Eckhard Thiemann, conference programme director, says: 
“Through the combined expertise and partnership of three leading dance organisations (Dance South West, South East Dance and DanceDigital) and Bournemouth University we have been able to bring together a fantastically rich and inspiring conference programme. This is an opportunity to listen to the latest developments, watch performances and installations, learn new skills in practical workshops and to network. We structured the conference around three broad themes: The Expanded Stage, Body & Data, and Social Interaction, capturing the different dimensions where dance and technology meet for audiences and artists.”
Digital Futures in Dance hosts over 20 international speakers and artists from Israel, Croatia, US, Germany, the UK and (via Skype) India. It includes six live performances and a range of installations and media works.  
The conference also offered three artists an opportunity to research and develop new methods of using technology in the creative process. The artists were chosen from a total of 36 proposals. Each residency was offered a £3000 bursary and support from a DFiD partner organisation. The awarded artists are: Nick Rothwell, Rita Marcalo and Ben & Will Duke.  They will present the outcome of their research during the conference.
ENDS
Booking Information:
3 – Day Ticket to Digital Futures in Dance 

Full Price: £100
Concessions: £75 (freelance artists, students, unemployed)

Price includes entry to 3-day conference, performances, workshops, evening reception (Thurs) and lunch (Fri/Sat)
Please book through website: 
www.digitalfuturesindance.org.uk
----------------------------------------------------------  
Press and Media Enquiries:
Tia Hassan: tiahassan@mac.com  - 07734 209 218
Jo O’Connell: jo.oconnell@dancesouthwest.org.uk  - 01202 203 630
Erato Tzavara: Erato.Tzavara@dancedigital.org.uk - 01245 346 036
Rowena Price: rowena.price@southeastdance.org.uk - 01273 645269  
Notes to Editors: 
Digital Futures in Dance is devised and organised by DanceDigital, South East Dance, Dance South West - Pavilion Dance, DanceDigital and Bournemouth University - School of Media. 
It is funded through the National Lottery, Arts Council England - Grants for the Arts
www.digitalfuturesindance.org.uk
Partners:
DanceDigital

DanceDigital has been supporting the development of innovative dance and technology works for over 10 years. DanceDigital is committed to supporting artists in the development of works that contribute to the evolution of new technologies and new choreographies.
www.dancedigital.org.uk

Dance South West

Dance South West is the national dance development agency, funded by Arts Council England.
Pavilion Dance is the new national dance house in Bournemouth and is a centre of excellence for dance locally, regionally, nationally and internationally. It has a welcoming foyer, two light and spacious studios and a stunning 200-seat auditorium with cutting-edge technology.
Pavilion Dance is the portal through which Dance South West connects with venues, artists and audiences throughout the region and strives to put Bournemouth and the South West on the map as a beacon for inspirational dance.
www.dancesouthwest.org.uk

South East Dance

South East Dance is the national development agency for dance in South East England, aiming to generate exceptional experiences in dance for all.

"Artists are the driving force behind South East Dance. They inform, shape and lead our work. We engage with inspiring artists to generate exceptional dance experiences for audiences, participants and other artists. Our mission is to ensure a thriving ecology for dance in the South East. We work to enhance the conditions for more, bolder and better dance to take place in the region. We strive to raise the profile and quality of dance, working in collaboration with partners to realise the potential of the artform we passionately believe can make a major contribution to our society. Artists and communities are at the heart of all we do. We listen to, challenge and champion their needs and aspirations."
www.southeastdance.org.uk

Bournemouth University Media School

The Media School at Bournemouth University is one of the largest of its kind in the world and has a global reputation for combining research and teaching practice. 

The School recruits excellent students to internationally renowned courses in Media Production, Journalism & Communication, Computer Animation and Corporate & Marketing Communications. 

Courses combine practical learning techniques with impact-led research fronted by world-leading academics. Undergraduate and postgraduate teaching in The Media School has been assessed as 'excellent' by the Quality Assurance Agency.
www.home.bournemouth.ac.uk
Artist Residencies
Nick Rothwell - www.cassiel.com
Rita Marcalo - www.instantdissidence.co.uk
Ben & Will Duke - www.lostdogdance.co.uk
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