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PRESS RELEASE: 17th November 2011

Leading choreographer Fleur Darkin brings innovative preview tour to Pavilion Dance, Bournemouth

Audiences of all ages are invited to be part of an exciting and innovative preview performance this month at Pavilion Dance, Bournemouth’s national dance house. The Blake Diptych is a dance theatre experience in two parts, Innocence, an interactive children’s matinee for the under sevens, and Experience, an evening show for older children (11+) and adults.

Based on Blake’s Songs of Innocence and Experience, the Blake Diptych is a world-class collaboration by Dance Chora - Fleur Darkin, commissioned by the Southbank Centre, Warwick Art Centre and Jardin D’Europe and supported by Bristol Old Vic and Laban. It follows the company’s sell-out tour of DisGo.
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Part two: Experience – ages 11+ Preview Tour

Based on the childhood visions of William Blake, Experience is an enquiry into the mystery of being and asks how we parent, how we experience childhood and how we define God in a secular world. Blake was punished as a child for these bold and very real artistic visions, and the performance will question the notion that insanity can be a beautiful thing.

Following the performance on the Friday evening, there will be a post-show discussion where the audience will be invited to provide feedback and share in the final shaping process of the Blake Diptych. The Saturday performance of Experience will be performed on the set as it has been left by the children.

Prices: £8 per person 
Times: Friday 25th and Saturday 26th November, 8pm
Length: 1 hour 10 minutes (no interval)

Booking details: Online at www.paviliondance.org.uk, at Pavilion Dance reception, or call 01202 203630

“Curiously alluring... intriguing and weirdly enjoyable” The Observer (DisGo)

-ends-

For media enquiries about Innocence or Experience and Dance South West / Pavilion Dance, please contact Jo O’Connell or Marianne Lucken, Pavilion Dance, 01202 203630 or email jo.oconnell@dancesouthwest.org.uk / marianne.lucken@dancesouthwest.org.uk 

Notes to editors:

The Blake Diptych is one of a series of residencies at Pavilion Dance, which forms part of our professional development programme to support both UK and international dance artists and companies funded by Arts Council England.

Choreographer: Fleur Darkin
Nominations include Jerwood Prize, Place prize. Associate Artist at Bristol Old Vic, works include Hotel (2005), Augustine (2007), Parabolic (2007), Lo-Fidelity (2008), DisGo (2009)
Designer: Alex Lowde
Critics Award winner for Theatre design in Scotland and TMA nominee 2010 Theatre design for Young Vic, Lyric Hammersmith, Opera North, Royal Academy of Music and ROH2. 
Dramaturg: Lou Cope
Works include double Olivier Award-winning Babel (words) (2010), Sometimes it's There (Ukrika Kinn Svensson & Koen de Preter 2010/2011), Audela (Les Ballet C de la B 2011) 
Writer: Tanya Ronder
Adaptations include Blood Wedding (Almeida 2004), Romeo & Juliet (Young Vic and Playhouse Theatre, West End 2004), Peter Pan (O2 and now touring America). Written works include Or Nearest Offer (2009), Chain Play II (Almeida Theatre 2008) 
Lighting Designer: Lucy Carter
Winner of The Knight of Illumination for Dance Award, 2008, for Wayne McGregor's Chroma, (premiered by The Royal Ballet 2007). South Bank Show Awards 2009 winner in the Dance Category, Wayne Mc Gregor's Infra (Royal Ballet 2009). Other works include Ludd & Isis (Dir. Tom Guthrie, Royal Opera House 2010), Invitus  Invitam (Chor.Kim Brandstrup 2010)            

Fleur Darkin Company  is a production company specialising in dance and the body. Jerwood-nominated choreographer Fleur Darkin formed the company in 2003. The company is led by her inquiry into dancing and being. Fleur Darkin Company is dedicated to creating a space in culture which is not economically or politically indebted to compromise or petty realism, a space that does not reproduce dominant forms, but creates dance that is led by and celebrates the boldest act: imagination. 

Pavilion Dance is Bournemouth’s national dance house and a centre of excellence for dance locally, regionally, nationally and internationally. People of all ages and abilities can take part in 40 dance classes each week, workshops and watch world-class performances by UK and international artists. Professional dancers can rehearse and create new work, and the unique spaces can be used by schools and groups wanting to develop their talents. The dance centre has a welcoming foyer, two light and spacious studios and a stunning 200-seat auditorium with cutting-edge technology. 
www.paviliondance.org.uk     

Part one: Innocence – under sevens


A unique performance playroom for under sevens, Innocence will bring to life the childhood visions and imagination of the poet painter William Blake. Children can meet the Tyger, the Lamb, and even young William himself, in a space of enchantment, adventure and discovery.  


Seated on the floor in the round, the audience share the performance space and children will be invited to interact with Fleur Darkin’s professional company of dancers and musicians. The children will also help to create part of the set for the Saturday evening performance of Experience.��Prices: £3 per person or £10 for a group of four (max. 2 adults)�Time: Sat 26th November, 1.45pm�Length: 40 minutes
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